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Professor K. Woods

MHRA

151 Buckingham Palace Road

Victoria

London

SW1W 9SZ

Dear Professor Woods, 

With regard to PIP implants, I have taken out a fair number of these implants in my position as consultant plastic surgeon.  The frequency with which I am doing this is increasing to the point that I have taken 3 sets out over the last few weeks (with the implants in pieces in 2 of them).

All of these patients have been symptomatic in respect that they have had swelling of their breasts, pain, lymphadenitis etc.  I have recently had a patient who is symptomatic and I believe has a ruptured implant but has been reassured by transform that all is well and she has no leaks.  She apparently is happy with this though I am not.

The French authorities have shown a 10% rupture rate of these implants in the first year.  It is clear to me that with such a high rupture rate in the first year, the majority, if not all of these implants will rupture by 10 years.  I think it is therefore inevitable that all of these implants will require removal and suggest that we bite the bullet and issue recommendations that they are all removed.

The bulk of the high street firms who have used these cheap implants are playing this down, as they naturally do not want to have to correct this issue.  I would point out that these cheap implants have been almost entirely used by these high street firms simply to boost profit margins and not based on clinical criteria.  I would like to point out that I would be unhappy with companies now offering to replace these implants who do not ensure that the surgery involves adequate capsulectomy, cleaning out of the silicone and production of a new and appropriate pocket, with use of a high quality implant.

I look forward to your response.
Yours Sincerely

Mr Vik Vijh

Consultant plastic surgeon

MBBS FRCS FRCS(Plast)
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